
RSGB 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

Our immediate Past President David Wardlaw 
VK3ADW, has been in the UK for some months, 
among other things to participate in the 75th 
Anniversary celebrations of the Radio Society of 
Great Britain (RSGB). Formal congratulations 
have been conveyed to the RSGB by letter, and 
reply received from Sir Richard Davies G2XM, 
its President. 

These letters are published below for mem- 
bers’ interest and information. 

London, 
June 26, 1988 

Sir Richard Davies, KCVO, CBE, C.Eng, 
FIEE, G2XM, 
President, 

Radio Society of Great Britain, 
Lambda House, 
Cranborne Road, 
Potters Bar, 
Hertfordshire, EN6 3JE 

Dear Sir Richard, 

The Wireless Institute of Australia has asked 
me to convey to you its congratulations and 
very best wishes on the occasion of the 75th 
Anniversary of the founding of your Society. 

The Institute, the oldest amateur national 
radio society in the world, was honoured by 
the presence of representatives of your 
Society at the celebrations marking its own 
75th Anniversary in 1985. Now we can take 
this opportunity to say to you why we feel that 
we have a very special relationship and 

admiration for your Society. 

As a Commonwealth country, we have at a 
National level a special relationship with 
Great Britain. These ties, emotional rather 
than legal, are very strong. Historically, as 
radio amateurs, we have been conscious of 
the distance between our two countries, and 
we have recognised that amateur radio has 
bridged those vast distances. We have also 
recognised the contribution of your Society in 
two important areas, the valuable technical 
contribution made to the art by your mem- 
bers, and the representation of the amateur 
service internationally, particularly to the In- 
ternational Telecommunications Union and 
by its participation in the International Ama- 
teur Radio Union. 

As amateur radio faces the challenge of the 
future, in a world where the magic of talking 
across the earth has become commonplace, 
but in a world where the challenge of 

communications, in all of the meanings of 
that word, remain as one of the great 
challenges facing mankind, the amateurs of 
Australia extend their best wishes to the 
Radio Society of Great Britain, one of the 
great amateur radio Societies of the world. 

Yours sincerely, 

ud val 
David A Wardlaw VK3ADW, 

Immediate Past President, for 
P H Gamble VK3YRP 

President, 
Wireless Institute of Australia 

July 5, 1988 

Dear David, 

Many thanks to you and to the Wireless 
Institute of Australia for your warm letter of 
congratulations on our 75th Anniversary. It is 
much appreciated by all of us at RSGB, and 
all the more so because of our long 
association. 

We cherish the special relationship between 
us, and trust it may continue and strengthen 
in the years ahead. 

Yours sincerely 

Richard Davies G2XM 
President RSGB. 

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER 
NOTICES 

As from now, only one membership subscrip- 
tion notice will be forwarded to members each 

year. 

A reminder notice will not be sent! 

As from now, only one additional issue of 
Amateur Radio magazine will be sent to you if 
your renewal subscription is not received. 

Not two additional issues as in the past! 

Only a small number of Amateur Radio maga- 
zines are now being printed each month 
surplus to members requirements. This means 
that if you do not renew your subscription on 
time, you may not be able to get your missing 
copies of AR! 

WHEN YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS 
DUE, PLEASE PAY PROMPTLY AND 
ENSURE CONTINUAL RECEIPT OF 
AMATEUR RADIO MAGAZINE! 

A MODIFIED HEATH 
CANTENNA 

David Barneveld VK4BGB 
PO Box 275, Booval, Qld 4304 

This article is slightly different in that it has more 
to do with plumbing than electronics. If you have 
ever owned one of those Heathkit dummy loads, 
you will know that it gets slightly hot after 
extended test runs. The smell of boiling oil in the 
shack is rather off-putting, so this modification 
was done to cool things down alittle. 

For those not familiar with a cantenna dummy 
load, all it comprises is a 50 ohm carbon resistor 
mounted in an aluminium tube immersed ina 
four litre metal paint can filled with transformer 
oil. The tube forms a tunnel for the heated oil to 
travel through. 

The modification simply consists of emptying 
the transformer oil into another container for the 
time being and forming a length of six millimetre 
copper water pipe into a series of coils which fit 
snugly to the inside of the can. It is a good idea to 
degrease the can with a solvent prior to doing 

this part of the modification. 
The inlet connection is brought out at the 

bottom of the can, and the outlet at the top of the 
can. The two holes should only be drilled large 
enough to get the pipe through. The fit should be 
very tight. Leave approximately 25 millimetres 
protruding on the outside of the can and cut off 
with a pipe cutter or small hacksaw. Silver solder 
around the connections to prevent oil escaping. 
A tack of solder here and there on the inside will 
help keep the coils stay rigid. 

Refill the can with transformer oil and reinsert 

the dummy load element. The garden hose is 
connected to the inlet manifold and only just 
cracked on so that a trickle of water comes out of 
the outlet pipe. A short length of plastic hose can 
be run from the outlet to anywhere it suits in the 
garden. 

It was found that with the modification just 
described completed, that the overall 
temperature of the dummy load was running well 
below that of an unmodified version. The heat 
transfer characteristic increases sharply as the 
temperature of the oil rises, due to temperature 
differences between the oil and the coolant. A 
point worth noting here also is that care should 
be taken with the choice of transformer oil used 
in the dummy load. Whilst many types are 
available on the market, | personally use a grade 
made by Shell Oil Refinery known as Diala-B. By 
using the proper coolant one can rest assured 
that no problems will be encountered as could be 
the case if unknown oils are used that contain 
PCB materials. 

OIL LEVEL pease CONNECTOR 

TUBE SUPPORT 

WATER 
OUTLET 

ALUMINIUM 
COPPER TUBE 

PIPE 

Ze 
CAN BASE LOAD 

Side View of the Cantenna. 

AMATEUR RADIO, October 1988 — Page 5 


