
WIA makes Bill Roper 

VK3BR Honorary Life 
Member 

The WIA Constitution says that in 
consideration of special services to the 
Institute or amateur radio the Board may 
nominate a member as an Honorary Life 
Member to a General Meeting for its 
approval. 

At the Annual General Meeting held 
at Bankstown, Sydney on 6 May 2006, 
the WIA Board nominated Bill Roper 
VK3BR as an Honorary Life Member. 

Bill’s contribution to the WIA and 
amateur radio extend over many years. 
He became an amateur over 45 years ago, 
was Treasurer of the old WIA Victorian 
Division, and when the WIA’s magazine 
Amateur Radio was transferred from the 
Victorian Division to the then new federal 
company in 1972, Bill became its first 
editor and has continued to contribute 
over the years to the magazine. 

For over 10 years, with Ron Fisher 
VK30M, Bill prepared the Federal 
broadcast tapes. 

After a period as WIA Federal Manager, 
Bill again became heavily involved with 
the Publications Committee, and for 

more than 10 years now he has been the 
prime draftsperson for all the published 
technical articles in AR, as well as 

acting as Secretary of the Publications 
Committee. 
The meeting unanimously approved 

the nomination of the Board, and so Bill 

Roper VK3BR has become an Honorary 
Life Member of the WIA. 

So far as Bill was concerned, this was 

all completely unexpected and he was 
very surprised when Michael Owen 
VK3KI, WIA President, telephoned 
him immediately after the meeting to 
congratulate him. 

Try This 

Simple modification to TS-520S 

The attached diagram shows how to 
modify the cathode current metering 
circuit of the TS-520S to allow measuring 
either individual cathode currents of each 
output tube, or the combined current as 
normal. 

David Jackson VK5DWJ 

This can be useful if you have doubts 
about the condition of each tube. 

T used an available small three position 
slide switch, fitted conveniently in the 

lower left hand corner of the case. 
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Over to you 

An efficient response 

In the September and October 2005 issues 
of Amateur Radio a two part article of 
mine was published on the development 
of radio in Outback Australia. 

Brian VK2GCE believed I was quite 
wrong in my statements that some valves 
were not efficient in Class C operation and 
emailed the then editor in October 2005 
putting me right. I had quoted around 40% 
efficiency for valves like the 1D4/1L5G 
battery valves. I also quoted that some 
other valves like the 4CV100,000E 

were over 80% efficient. Brian believed 
that the valves always complied with a 
particular formula that he quoted and that 
my statements were quite wrong. 

I was emailed a copy of Brian’s “over 
to you” as a right of reply and I replied 

~ Switch: 2 pole 3 position 
1. V1 current only 
2. V1 + V2 total current 
3. V2 current only 

and this showed up in March 2006 issue. 
However, Brian obviously received 
a copy of my “right of reply” as his 
original submission was withdrawn 
and an amended full-page version has 
been published in the May issue. It is 
noticeably different from his original 
submission! I could pick points in Brian’s 
submission that may not stand scrutiny, 
but I choose not to. 

I don’t know if Brian is trying to blind 
me with science or what but I would 
suggest that readers of AR re-read my 
original reply to Brian on page 49 of 
the March issue, to see what I had to 

say. I stand by all that I said in that 
submission. 

Rodney Champness VK3UG 
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